CYCLING FOR FUN RIDE REPORT
ROWLANDS CASTLE TO BOSHAM
14th May 2024
Ride Leader:  Phil
At 1030 or thereabouts the group finally met up in Rowlands Castle to ride a route scheduled at least three times before but previously postponed at short notice, due to adverse weather. 

In all, eight of us set off, missing Anthony & Vanessa, who had decided to carry on to Havant as they enjoyed the pleasures of South West rail so much. The much maligned mobile phones served us well as we determined where we would meet, with the eight becoming ten in Aldsworth. Anthony & Vanessa  self navigated and timed it beautifully, crossing over the junction just as we came up the hill. 

The route thereafter followed a predominantly flat rural route down to The Crate, a rather unusual outdoor cafe situated in the northern end of Bosham. The breeze ensured that we kept our warm clothing on!

By mutual consent we revisited the coastal part of Bosham where the obligatory photo of men and women in bright clothing stood in a group with cycles, there being no bridge on a busy road to do it. With the tide being out we stood on shingle preventing the chance to entitle it "pedallers paddling". As we headed East we found the road under repair so took the option of crossing the harbour by riding on the causeway that is only accessible at low tide. 

Standing on the road looking across the bay to the village buildings I was reminded of a photograph of me standing in that spot and taken many many years ago.

Nostalgia over, the ride continued back up on the A259 and then followed rural roads in Westbourne where we embarked on the only long climb back to Emsworth Common Road and dropping gently back into Rowlands Castle.

